THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

gence reports revealed that some 248 industrial pro-
perties in Mannheim were destroyed by our bombers
in December, that seven factories were compelled to
stop work entirely, and that the shipping yard was
burnt out.1 Undoubtedly the smooth working of
Germany's machinery of transport, and also the
activity of an important part of her industrial life,
must have been gravely interfered with by the Royal
Air Force's raids in December upon Mannheim and
other vital centres.
The Effect of the Counter-Offensive
The full story of the British counter-offensive in
the Battle of Britain would need a whole book for
its telling. In the seven months, June to December,
1940, the Royal Air Force carried out more than
four thousand raids upon objectives in Germany and
enemy-occupied territory. They struck again and
again at every chink in Germany's armour. Un-
doubtedly the damage which they inflicted upon the
Nazi war-machine was immense and most helpful
to our own defence. The successful resistance which
our fighters and anti-aircraft gunners maintained to
the German onslaught upon Britain has been con-
tributed to in no uncertain degree by the sustained
offensive which the striking force of the Royal Air
Force carried on against the bases of the enemy's
munitionment and supply. The Luftwaffe has been
operating against this island mainly from advanced
lrThe Times, February 4, quoting *A senior R.A.F. officer'.
A similar statement, obviously inspired, was published in
other newspapers also.
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